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This monument of rabbinical exegesis written at the end of the twelfth century has exerted an
immense and continuing influence upon Jewish thought. Its aim is to liberate people from the
tormenting perplexities arising from their understanding of the Bible according only to its literal
meaning. This edition contains extensive introductions by Shlomo Pines and Leo Strauss, a
leading authority on Maimonides.

From the Back CoverThis monument of rabbinical exegesis, written at the end of twelfth century,
has exerted an immense and continuing influence upon Jewish thought. It has also been a
formative element in the thinking of leading Christian writers and philosophers down through the
seventeenth century. The Guide is not a philosophical treatise. Rather, its aim is to liberate men
from the tormenting perplexities arising from their understanding of the Bible according only to
its literal meaning. This celebrated translation is now available in a two-volume Phoenix
paperback edition.

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/jvBBv/The-Guide-of-the-Perplexed-Vol-1


This is a sample. The number of pages displayed is limited. This is a sample. The number of
pages displayed is limited. This is a sample. The number of pages displayed is limited. This is
a sample. The number of pages displayed is limited.

Maimonides: The Life and World of One of Civilization's Greatest Minds

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/jvBBv/The-Guide-of-the-Perplexed-Vol-1


Scott Walker, “Jewish sage interpretation of the OT. The "guide" is a key to unlock doors (why
would this be so hidden from us?). "This will be a key permitting one to enter places the gates to
which were locked." All difficulties will not be removed though. The "guide" will help clear doubt
and difficulty with bible passages, help us discern between the literal and the figurative, and help
in finding the meaning in the parables.I am now less perplexed, although have more questions.
Maimonides, through his great mind, takes us into a spiritual journey of the Old Testament.
Bringing forth his and the Sages interpretation of the intentions behind the bibles original early
writings; it's prophetic revelation. Moses was a Jew who lived in the twelfth century. I presume he
was considered one of the Sages, (men of knowledge; clarify all that is obscure) for he refers to
them often. He also compares Aristotle's thinking amidst certain chapters. But he allows himself
to fall into Aristotle's and other philosopher's world views. This wonderful book cannot be just
read, for it demands study to be fully absorbed.I read volume II first; this can be done, but I don't
recommend it. A large part of this book is donated to "how to use the guide" and Maimonides
philosophic influences. The book is divided into seventy-six short progressing chapters. Each
one blends well into the next, ensuring he is well understood. This is the newest translation. It
helps correct the Aramaic and Hebrew verses wrongly translated by others. Not a book written
by a philosopher-but "a Jewish book written by a Jew for Jews"; for the two are not compatible.
The "guide" is donated to understanding the "secrets of the Law": Secret teaching for the elite,
public teaching for the vulgar (ignorant); so like the bible, the "guide" is meant for beginners and
expert (more so) alike. The "guide" liberates us from the perplexities of understanding the bible
only according to its literal meaning.Moses' deliberate learned self-contradiction may seam to
disrupt the flow; it does not. Paganism, magic, and superstitions must be removed, allowing for
real scientific knowledge. At times he goes off on tangents, after misdirecting us, then eventually
gets back on track. I find him to be not always forthright. He was just a man--an amazing man.
We must also pick up our bibles along with a good concordance, for Maimonides denied our
Lord Jesus Christ.Vol. II, part 2 and 3The book is divided into fifty four short progressing
chapters. Each one blends well into the next, making sure he is well understood. Some major
areas that are dwelt upon: The spheres, forces, motion, matter, governance, world created in
time; Angels; overflow; eternity of the world; prophets; Will; Idolatry; providence; Evil; Laws;
perfection; wisdom...God is very near to everyone who calls,If he calls truly and has no
distractions;He is found by every seeker who searches for Him,If he marches toward Him and
goes not astray.”

Ajax, “What I think the reader should gain from this point - and in conjunction with contemplation
of this text - is that despite the l. I gained a deeper appreciation for the philosophers of the
Middle Ages. Despite the limits of the body of knowledge concerning the sciences these men
were quite capable of arriving to logical conclusions that to this day remain mostly accurate.



This is a must read for a person interested in developing a clearer understanding of the
language and concepts found in Torah or to possibly validate his or her own observations and
beliefs. The reader will also be introduced to the contemporaries of Rabbi Mosheh ben Maimon,
who shared in the development of the perspectives, augments and conclusions presented in the
Guide. And in the style of thoroughness of the Rabbi, you will also be introduced to
philosophers of conflicting opinions.What we find in the Rabbis writing are logical arguments
regarding Torah and metaphysics that the majority of people struggle with to this today. The
Rabbi points to the limitations of Aristotle and other Classical Greek philosophers that can be
attributed to the limitations of the sciences in their time. His acknowledgement of the limits of
the Classical philosophers should be received as the Rabbi's admission of his own limitations as
well as a warning to his reader that limitations will always be present since no person will ever
grasp the totality of the knowledge of the physical universe. What I think the reader should gain
from this point - and in conjunction with contemplation of this text - is that despite the limitations
of our knowledge great gains towards understanding truth can be made through logical
examination and "demonstration".In contrast, we should avoid any sort of self-serving motive or
casual approach to the subjects presented in this text. As the Rabbi tells us through his writings
- with much thanks and appreciation to our interpreter Shlomo Pines - the Guide is not a book for
children or dullards. The reader should be mature and prepared for the subjects presented, as
well as be dedicated to reading the entire text, for I found that there is a singular and complete
message to be learned here. The inability to grasps the message will simply lead to more
confusion regarding these subjects.As I have found through my own experience, many people
are incapable of grasping some of these concepts - particularly that of non-corporeality, time,
potential and actuality. You will most likely observe a great level of confusion and frustration on
their faces.  As the Sages have told us, these subjects should be limited to intimate discussions.”

Andre E. Elbaz, “Maimonides Guide of the Perplexed. Prof. Pines translation of the Guide of the
Perplexed is a well-known classic, with and excellent introduction, useful for scholars and the
general public.Andre E. Elbaz”
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